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COUNCILS AXD TIHE WATER.

—

Epecinl Meeting of Clty Couneils Yostorday
Afternoon-— Messnge of Mnvor Fox—Fall s

| eussion of the subdect—Account of the Pro.
eevdings,

The business done was this:

Belecl Breneli.—Prostdent Stokley was n
the ahair, o full (quorun of menbors present,

The first business in order wus the reception
of & written from lis Honor the
Mayor. It was ready only at the last moment.
It callod attention to the necossity on the part
of Councils for immediate attention to a s
ply of water to the city,

The annexed correspondence was also laid
before the Clamber ns collateral doeniments:

To the Prosident and members of Select and
Common Counclis—Gentlemen: The follow-
ing statement of fuets conneeted with the dif-
flenitios of the Water Dopartuiont daring this
puriod of unprecedented drouzht, and o few
suggestions npon thelr futiure wvoldance, are
n--]-l-i‘rluﬂ\ submitted for the information of
I\'llHl’ honormbile bodies:

The first inconvenience folt was upon the
ith doy of July, when we were called upon by
the agents of the Schoaylkill Navigation Com.
pany, and roguested to discontinue the work-
ing of all onr wheels lew hours of the
day whenover the water wias drawn down ton
puoint “holow the top stirface of the dam.”

This stoppage usnnlly allowed saflicient
water fo secttunlate in the dam to permit the
whole or 4 part of the to ran for the
Dalance of the dasv.

The stoppage wias made daily, when ro-
guested by the Company, in dulorence to the
terms of existing ngroenentys botween the csr-
poration of the eity of Philudelplin and the
Néhnyikin Company, the final
gL ement being dated Jun by 1821, which
gives the Nnvigation Company the right to
fagien np the gates or openh nsed to draw
ofl the watoer. and whenever the water i (rawn
ofl below the top surface of the dam to ko P Lhae
same fastencd until the aghin b
raised ns high as the top surface of the dam.

The Company, howaver, did not exoercise
this right in o peremptory mannor, but po-
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litely reguest d it to bedone, (o which request |

we daily eomplicd until, by the large five a
the Patterson stores and other canses, the re.
seryvoirs were deawn down 2o muel that Icon-
sidered it nnsale to sus tuping, and on
several 'l:l.\ 5 declined « ol Hance with the re-
quest of the Company,

The supply of water in the river beeoming
rapidly 8o very lmited ag to canse alarm, il
deeming it wmy doty to sttempt to Keep 1t up
li_l GVIrY paos ble ne N Crw .:‘i}\'j']r'l HEAY
to the Navigation i1 ) opy ol whii
I8 nppended hien suspond
lockage of un )
at I'ain int, fn
available water from the dm
their works,  This req i
plied with by the assistant president of” the
Company, and their works were closml
abont five o'elock P. M. on Saturday, August
14, 18640, and have id: at the same
time they have, by deawing the slulees in
sevoral of their dams, kept the water in Falr-
mount pool high enongh to permit the work-
ing of a considerablo part our power for
i lu(il"l".ull of cach day.

I have no hesitation in saving that, had the
Company not acted in this manner, and chosen
to keep their upper dams closed, the city
wonld before this have been deprived of water,

The present droughit has no precedent in
the history of the Fairmount works, either in
duration or alarming results, the nearest ap-
proach to it being thirty-one years siuce,

There are no adegbate means within my
knowledge by which the present diffieulty can
be immediately remedied; the foture means
are obvious, Attention has been callod to
them in areport made by o subscommittee of
the Park Commission which I had the
honor to be chairman), aud TSt nted to that
lutlI_\' (’l'iuln'l' l I‘ l“.:.

It is not considered necessary, at this time,
to domore than indicato the modes snggested
Ly that report, as proper and Teasible for in-
creasing and improving the supply of
from the Schuylkill:

First. l’-_\ the construction of a4 sower {r
Manayunk to a point below the Fab
dam,

Second. By the improvement of the water
power to its fullest extent. By substituting
new and more Is tor the dila-
pidated wheels and pumps then in use.)

Third. By the erection of large auxilinry en-
gines, to be used during the dry weather of
summer, which might be so arranged as (o b
able to reach the water below the dim, in cnse
any accident should happen to that iniportant
structure,

Fourth. Additional engines of large sive at
Spring Garden works, capable of supplying
the Delaware resorvoirs as well as their own.

Fifth. By the construction of very large
distributing reservolirs or reservolr.

Sixth. The building of large retaining com-
pensating reservoirs upon some of the strewms
at the head waters of the river,

Add to these the raising of Fairmount dam,
whereby the amount of water wasted npon the
wheels will be very mueh less to raise the
same quantity as at present into the reservoir,
and the works of the Navigation be largely
improved and inereased in values and the sub-
stitution of inclined l-lil.l.l"- worked I||_k' stoam
power, in place of the present outlet lock,
whereby the water now wasted from the dam
for lockage of cannl Loats may be saved, aml
the business of the Navigati not
be interruptod

B}' these means, in my opinion the
ilul-rn\'('u;- nt of the water-power from the
SBcbuylkill can be successtully aceomplished
the sccond, thind, fourth, ffth, and sisth
suggestions requiring attention first,

1 donot think that the unforfunate position
in which we are now placed need impalr our
confldence in the Schuvlkill as a
supply, if the measures asbove indicatod b
taken advantage of.

The experience of former yoars shows that
tor ten to eleven months of the year the ord
nary volume of water In the river is ample t
drive all the wheels that ean be placed in the
old mill honse; during the bulance of the year
they may be assisted, ns req
power,

I may add that some of the moeans proposed
in the above report have been anticipated and
partly put into execution. One new turbing
wheel has been erected and put in use, and an-
other is in course of construction. A large
Cornish engine has also been ercoted at the
Spring Garden works, and has had a prolimi
nary trinl; the boilers intended for itare not
yet ready for use.

Believing that your honorable bodies will
refer the whole sulject to the Committes on
Water and this Department for early investiga-
tion, I have confined myself to a simple state-
ment, merely intended for the present infor-
mation of Councils.

Very respectfully, Frep. Grary,

Chlef Engineer of the Water Department.

August 23, 1800,
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Schuylkill Navigation Company’s Office,
August 11, 1869.—To Hon. Daniel M. Fox,
Mayor of l‘hllululphla—ﬂlr: Pursuant to re-
selution of the managers of this Company st

n special meoeting towday, I have the honor to
address you relative to a communication re-
specting the use of the water In Falrmount
dam.

which, by direction of the managers, I seut to
the Chief Engineor of the Water Department
on the 7th inst.  Since then the evil bas beon
steadily inoreasing.

To-day, in consequence of the
draw the water below the level of the top of
the dam, the navigation for loaded boats in

With the wid thus obtained by taking water
belonging to the navigation, the eity, atter in-
curring heavy liability to all injored by this
illegal obstruction of the public highway, may
supply power to its machinery at the Fair-
mount Water-works for n short time longer,
Should the drought continue there i

doubt that the entire water of the river would
t soon prove inadeguate for that purpose. The
result may be such a dimioution of the supply
of yator to the city as will oceasion great de-
privation and suflering, and, in the event of
fire, groat disaster.

The managers have, thevefore, nstrocted
me touddress vou ehielly with a view to put yon

in_hope that yon may be able officially to urge
the application of the proper remedy,

The most important of existing misappre-
hensions npon the subject is a beliof that this
Company claimg the right to limit now the ex-
tent of the right of the city to use the water
of the Schuvlkill for distribution from its re-
servolry, The Company have never made
such elyinm,  The (old) eity corporation, uniler
its grants from the Company, did elatm sueh o
right against the distriet of Spring Garden; bat
the Supreme Court decided ngainst it, and os-
tnblished the law as it now stands, by which it
is clenr that the present eity may draw from
Fatrmount pool all the water it neocds for dis-
tribution from its reservoirs, at least as long
ns the quantity so drawn does not interfere
with the use of the river as a highway-—a po-
riod o l:.:irn‘_'. Vary remote, and which }vu-‘-'.lnf_'-'
may never be reached at all.

But the use of the waterspower eveated by
the dam at Fairmount, or by any other dium
the Behuylkill Navigation, stands upon o
ditlerent footing, The only right whichi the
city has to such use of the water in Fairmount
poul is derived by grant from this Compuany
under the agreement,  The supply of water
im Fairmount pool would be suflicient, in
periods of the greatest dronght, for the wants
both of the Navigation Company anid the city,
{ the latter did not rely wholly upon that

. for its poarer at the F Water-
orks:  The quantity of thus used is
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The olil breast whe hit mstme nearly
v prallons as gullon thut
CHOTVOITR. '1'.‘1' hllhill"'-
ntroducod consume twelve, It issolely,
therctore, as o measure of ceonomy, and to
ave the cost of an auxilinry steam-engine, to
b nsed u'al_‘. N sedsons of 1|!'U‘I_‘_f].l L, OF 1h evoent
of aceident to the dam, that the r'ii_\‘ now takes
the water, and stops the navigation in the
manner of which we complain,

The grant from the Company to the ¢ity, it
will be seen, was  most 1--.u.-|'-||I_v conlined
within the limits by which the Company itsell
was restricted by its charter—which charter
guards the rights of the pnblie in the river as
a highway, by providing that every such grant
be so framed that it shall not at any time im-
pede or interrupt the navigation. Accord-
ingly, the grant to the city is only of “#tlie
water and water-power that shall remain after
drawing ofl’ from the dam erected so much as
way be necessary for the purposes of the
navigation of said river, canul and locks:** and
it provides also that “the city shall only have
nse of said w ateras, with the use theroof for
the purpeses of the navigation aforesnid, will
not reduce it below the surface of said dam,
and keep it so reduced,”

W are happy to acknowledge that the efty
withorities of the Water-works have generally
L.l:'.!:l-.]‘n_\ endeavored 1o carry out this agroe-
mwent, and in complinnee therewith have re-
peatedly shut off the water from their wheels
when so requested by this Company.  But
on the other hand TII"_\' have often, in what
they naturnlly considered the discharge of
their duty to the city, deliberately vielated
the agroement, and drawn down the water in
the poal far below the stipulated point.  For-
tunately, wntil recently, the obstructions to
the pavigation thus occasioned have not at
any one time boen of very long duration, and
the Company has therefore forborne to do
wore thiun romonstrate and urge upon the of-
ficers ot Falrmount the recommiendation of
such measures as would prevent their recir-
renee.

By reforring to the report of the Chief En.
gincer of the Water Department of Jannary
28, 1864, of which a copy is inclosed, it will
be seen that their remonstrances had the de-
sired effent, in 8o far as that otlicer was con-
cerned; and some of his recommendations of
a remedy hiave from time to time beenadopted
by Councils,

The
the city, amounting at thye Fairmount works
during the past live years Lo over twenty-four
the of June, July, An-
gust and September, lins apparently fur ex-
cecded the means of supply during the perlods
of drought; and this Incrense of consumption
I8 cortuin (o Keep pace with the growth of the
city, I no additional of supply nre
fornished the wost formida
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A vessation of dronght eanalone relieve the
difficulty involved in the stoppsge either of
the wheels at Fatrmount or the navigation, at
the present time. But the future is in the
power ol the V. “-'l' 'I”T.‘ to hersell’ re.
julres action that dnty will not be con-
,,I|.E. rodd the less urgent becanyse it involves also
the dischinrge of an undispoted legal obliga-
iiom,

Referring to the Chilef Er of the
Waler l"'iu‘l”lln W, tow hose unilform dosir
to do evorything in his power to lessen the
evils \'|.|||ll-|.|l.l.u‘ll o, we wish to bear the
strongest testimony, for & confirmation of the
statements here made, and expressing a wil-
lingness to give any further information that
may be requested upon the sukject, I am, very
respectiully, your obedient servant,

- W. M. Tionsax, Scerchry,

Ofiee of the Seluylkill Navigation Cowg-
pany, No. 417 Watnut street, Philadelphia,
August T, 1860 —Frederick Grafl, Esq., Chief
Engineer of the Water Departinent of’ the city
of Philadelpbin—Doar Sir: The obstructions to
the navigation of this Company caused by the
action of yvour department in drawing the
water of Fairmount pool below the level of
the top of Falrmount dam have of late been
80 serions as to make it nesessary on our part
1o use every ellort to prevent their recurrence,

VOATN.

Inclosed 18 a copy of a communication |

refusnl of |
v i |
the city to comply with an agreement not to

Fairmount pool has been entirely snspended. |

| with water,
little |

in porsession of the main facts of the case, |

With this view we propose soon to urge npon
the proper authoritica to prowidd a suitable
steam enging, to be used fn supplying the re-
servoirs of Falrmount during the few weeks in
the year when the water power is insufficlent
for that purpose.

We propose this course in the first instance,
rither than resort to legal procecdings, be-
cause we are aware that every effort on your
part his been mado to comply with the agree.
ment between the eity and the Company, under
which alone the former derives ity right to use
the water of Falrmount pobl as a motive
power, and that the repeated v lolations of that
agreement, by drawing off the water bulow
the level of the dam, aro frankly admitted,
and are explained without being attempted to
be legally justified, upon the ground that th‘r"\'
wWere necessary in onder to sn) |1_\' the &ty
The object of this pote is simply
to place upon record the above facts, and to
express the hope that you will at the carliest
monent eall the attention of the witoring
committee to them, and urge npon that con-
mittee the adoption of snch mensures as are
in your judgment best adapted to the case.

Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
(for the SchuyIKill Navigation Company,)

W. M. TincumaN,

Depretmient for Supplying (he City with Water, Chaf
Engmnenr's Oghice, 104 8. £Yrth y Philadelphon, An
gusf 14, 108, —Chnrles W, Wharton, Eaq., Assistant

President Schusikill Navigation Compuny—1osr

| Sir: As you are aware, the éxigencies of the do-
| partment have, for soe daye past, compelled it to

draw wiater (rom Falrmount dam Below the point
stipulated in the agréoment Detwoen the city an 1
your Company. Although this has Turnished mach
reliel by ennbling ug not only 10 use the amoiant
thos drawn, but also that woich has boen retalned
In the dam by the eonsedquent stoppage of the pass-
age of your loaded bonts through the locks, yot W
this titoe, owing to the continuance of the dronght,
nud in part to an accidont to one of tho slenm on-
gines ut the Schuylkill works, the supply In our
rigervolrs i# 20 low as greatly to imperll not only
the comfort but the safuty of the city. Under theso
elroumstances, I feel it my daty to make an eurnest
appenl to your Company not only to close the looks
nt i]-'nn!rnumm entirely, but also to draw ofl their
doms ubove Fairmount to the utmost extent pos-
sible, muod to Keep your works in thatcondition un-
til the presont orisis 18 over, The question of s
demnity to your Compuny for the loss it may sns-
taln must, of necessity, bo loft open, it belng out o
my power to make any arrangement upon the suh-
ject, but I sm persapded you may rely with contl~
dence on the authorities of the elty to do Cull justice
on the occhslon. An immedinte reply will groatly
oblige Furneriocs Guaye,
Olilef Engineer of the Water Departmont,

Office  Schawikitl Nawvigntion Compony, No.o T4
Wainut  sfreet,  PMladeiphong  Augist 14, 1569, —
Frederiok Goeafl, Esg., Chiel’ Engineer, W. D
Denr 8ir: In reply to yours of this Jdste, just ro-
ceived, 1 have the honor to stute that placsing rull
relinnee upon the city tor Indemnity against sil
lossce nod liabilitios which this compnny mayinenr
in congequence ol & compllance with yonr redguest
I huve, without awalting the sctlon of the mans
aasnmed the resoousitlity ot edlng 1o L.
| hsve socordingly given order by telegraph th
the loeks at Falirmonunt be torthwith closed, nnd th

nhioye drawn down o the grontest possili
it—the works to remsain fn this consdition until
the cmergeney to whicgh yon roler is over.

Very respectiolly sed truly yours,

Cuanpea W, WhanTon,
Asslstanut PPresiient.

e
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Telegrams.)  Phitadelphio, Auguet Ly 1560.—To
dames F. Smth, Reading, Pa @ The necossitivs of
the city for witer are S0 great that, at the T West
of the Water Department, we lave eonsentod to
¢lose the Faitmount logks entirely, and wiso to
deaw down the dams nbove to the greatest possible
extent, until the emergeney s over.  Mr. Grail, or
his representative, will be nt this ofice, nnd | re-
quest vou to confer with them by tolegraph, and
give such orders as you may think best to carry ont
the olject of the above arrangement, and supply
water to the wheels at Falrmount, Answer lmmo-
diately. Cuanres W, WHARTON,

Asslstant President,

Reading, Aupust 14, 1860.—To C. W. Wharton,
Fivvomeunt: 1 ennnot do anything but mischiet by
druwing down the dams as proposed, beeiose there
will be o whter to il themup. Jayrs P, Saru.

Fairmannl, Augus! 14, 18060, —James F, Smith,
Rending: Explnin your meaning more fully, As
the navigation Is to be entirely suspended until the
drovghit i over what harm will it do to draw down
dems whereg such drawing will not injore boats?
However, il' yon are ¢lear that no water can be
spared, sy 0. Mr, Wharton has gone home.

W, AL Tireaman,

Repding, Awgieat 14, 1860, —Hon, W, M, Talglhman,
Fulrmount: It nuvigution 18 to be suspendedover
the whole line then I can draw several dums with-
ont interfering with boats, Then it Mr. Geafl will
immediately put ifteen-ineh high strips on Fair-
mount dam, to prevent water trom going over, |
can try the experimont off drawing down heavily.
I there aliould be no rain, then this would give re-
Lef tor two or thieeo days; afterward the situation
will be worse than now.  Say what [ shall do. Give
me an puswer right oft’ JAaNEs M. SamiTit.

Fairmaunt, Auwgust 14, 18M0—James F, Smith,
Rending: The water is now twelve or fteen inolies
below top of Fairmount dsm proper. Send on
gradunily all the wuter you ean spare without ln-
furing bouts, The rate at which von can send it
can, wo supfose, be regulated to n certnin extent by
telegramp,  Three days' supply may be vital to
Pliladel plin. W, M. ThLGHEMAX,

Frep, GrAke,

Reading, August 14, 1860 —To Falrmount, from
wending: | will go nnd draw as moch as 1 oan or
tosnight. = James T, SMiTH,
Cflicy fof the SchuyliNil Navigation Company, No.
15 Walnut Steeed, Phitadelphia, August 1, 1860, —
Hon. Daniel M, Fox, Mupyor of the eity of Phila-
delphin—58ir: Referring to my communication to
vou ol the 11th Instant, I huve the honor to state
that singe that dste a further correspondence has
taken place between this Company and the Chist
Engineer o the Water Department,of which coples
wrel neloped for your information as follows:
I, August 14, P, Graft, CObhief Engineer, to
Charles W. Wharton, nesistant président.
180y August 14, O, W, Wharton to F. Grafi.
18GS, August 18, 0. W, Wharton to F. Grail.
IR0, Aungust 18, F, Graff to C. W. Wharton,
Also, telegrmms Nog. 1 to 8 inclusive, dated 14th
lnstant. Hespeotfully,
W. M., TiLonMAx, Secretary.
e Mayor gl the ity of Philadelphin, Au-
W, M. Tilghmin, Esg, Soorelady
sehuylkill Nevigation Company—S8irt: 1 have to
nekuowledge the receipt, In dug course, of your
lettors of the 11th and 21st ingt., with their several
inelosures, The matters to which they refer have
receivod my eareful copsideration, and will form
the subject of n message from me to Counclls this
duy. Very respeettully, yours,
Daxigl M, Fox, Mayor.

e il

i i 18104

To His Honor Daniel M, Fox, Mayor of 1llu’: City
of Philadelphia: The subseribers, recognizing the
lmportanee of & full supply of water, beg leave to
call your attention to the absence of the quantity
requlsite to answer the demands of our population
for ordinary usee, sud deploring the demamnd that
wonldl necessarily ensue from any extraordinary
event, such ue & calamitous fire, we beg to ask your
ald nnd fofluence with the Water Department that
they shall be Indueed to employ such instramen~
tality and machinery as w1ll Keop our reservoirs
full and sufMicient to weet any cmergency.

Thomus C. Hill, President Rellunee Insurance
Company; G. W, Wood, Royul Insurance Com-
pany; W, D, Sherrerd & Co.; Thomas H. Mont-
gomery, President Enterprise Insurance Com-
pany; "Henry D, Montgomery, President In-
KUYRNOS l._'urillmnv of Pennsylvanin; Olarles
Plutt, Vice President Insurance Umnpma{ of
Norith Amerien; Henry Lylburn, Seeretary
Dolawire Mutusl Insurance Company; Atwood
Smith, Genernl Agont Liverpool and London
and Globe Iosarance l}umﬁm”!’i Richard 8.
Smith, President Union utual Innuranclr.'n
Uompany; W. 4. Urnwcl.l. Swn'l:s.::]\: Panns;;‘
viuula ¥Fire Insurance I_.ompunly, Bomas "
Muris, President Amgerican Fire Insursnce
Company,

[Clreular.—Offioe of tAe l"hl'{n",‘ Police of the Cily
of Philada 'rf}"*- Angiist 10,1800, — P{w I.inutmu;ulrs 311_
Police will at once detall & sufficient hultll.uﬁr &
officers to visit every dwelling-houss ll"h,.mtmtln
spective districts and urge ‘"“u e use Of tho
the necessity of beln om% rsonally
Schuylkill water. ‘The law ’ u?:rleu dye
call upon the prﬂl‘l.llﬂ“:)" of ‘“”‘.' | !

- and othar 0
works, factories i to them &

nsumers of
witer, and reprose

wortance of
l'lmriing tho waste of the wrilelo in r estublish-
wmenis.

By order 053173“!!"& MULHOLLAND,

Uhlet of Police.

(Bpecial Order No. G Philadelphia
AlBrcial Onder NG, e b 8 violation o

ordinances regilating the ves of water in the city
the police oficers are directed te procesd forth-
with, acoording tolaw, against (he parties violating
the same.
By order of the Mayor,
87, Cramn A. MuLmoLLAND,
Uhief of Pollee.

Mr. King moved the reference of the mes-
sage to the Committee on Water. Unani-
||ju]|.1\|‘\' lg!‘l.’i'f‘ to.

Mr. King offered a resolution, that Frederiek
Goreafly . P M. Birkinbine, with two others to
b by them selected, be appointed a commis
gion to consider and report to Councils the
best plan for sapplying the colty with water
commensurate with the rapidly increasing
growth of the city. The said commission

| shall muke a thorough and full examination of

the subject, and report to these Councils the
result of their investiga tions, and shall be paid
such compensation as shall hereafter be deter-
mined by these Councils,

Mr. Franciscus moved to refer the commu-
plention to the Committee on Waler,

Mr. King earnestly asked that before this
wias done & report should be lstened to from
the Cliler Engioeer of the Watersworks, To do
otherwise would lil:-rul%y be egotism, The
gentlomen proposed to be employed npon this
miiter were exports, authorized to employ two
others.  Let these gentlomen make the proper
observation in detail, and no further scar ity
of water, such as now exists, eould ever oc-
cur. The speaker had boen asked what the
¢ity wonld do in the existing case. 1lis roply
was, “1 will do anything, will vote for anything
that will give the reguired relief.”” W hat
would prove the remedy the speaker knew
not, excepting the meuns gpecifled in his mo-
tion nhove,

Mr. Franciscus sald that this Chambor was
conveued, not toappoint a commission, but Lo
find the means to supply the city for the pre-
sent with the water it needed, It was for this
that the present meeting was called. What
the people now want is not “commissions,”
but water. And this water they want at once,
It will be time enough when this drought is
over to discuss the question ol water-works one-
]_.15;. moent; what s now 1|Jlli\ln-[\>1_|h]u I8 an
immediate supply.

Mr. Hodgdon, chairman of the Committee on
Water, reported nn ordinance appropriating
SLO0U0 to the payment of tla'|1|l;|;:t':1 Lo the
Schuyllcll Navigation Company for the loss ol
cmployment to their boats; such sum to be de-
ducted from any award subscguently made to
the Navigation in consequence of suneh loss,

Mr. Hodgdon explained that for some davs
past all tho water of the navigation had been
turned to the use of the Water Department.
There were some five hundred boats lying high
and dry, to which they could give no water.
The bowtmen are |i riviedd ol en ] lovmoent for
the present ot least,

Mr. King opposed the appropristion in the
present shape,  He thought that the 25,000
would be as well Spent Il_\ the Commitiee ol
Couneils as by spoecial eommission,

Mr. Smith read a letter npon the subject,
showing that five bundred boats are now lying
high and dry. Muany of these people have
their families with them upon their bouts.,
They arcin the main peonniless. The Naviga
tion has been sending them money and fodder,
The officers of the Company have beon self-
sacrificing in the matter. Their operations
have long been stopped, yet their expenses
have not for a day been diminished from the
nsual rate.  Give them this $25.000, and from
any foture award of damages the amount will
be deducted.

Mr. King could not see the force of this ar-
gument. Mr. Hodgdon is a most careful mem-
ber, He has investigated the case, and these
people have certainly been injured. A law snit
looms up in the distance,  We are anticipating
it, and rendering a verdiet of “guilty’ by giv-
ing in advance of a verdict the sum of $25,000
for damages sustained by the Nhavigation for
the period of just nine days.

Mr. Cattell deemed the appropriation but
proper and just., The Navigation shut itu
locks and opened its dams, gave up its own
business, and relinguished all its interests to
the interests of the city. Tlli-}‘ bring no suit
for damages; they go honorably to the city.
They have o large number of employes, who,
i not restrained by high-toned metives, might
break through the locks, which now sapply
the city with water from the eanal, and pass
on tl.t"'ll' boats.  They could do so if they
pleased. They are waiting to see what Coun-
eils will do. Who will say that the Schaylkill
Navigation onght not to be compensated tor
the suspension of their business?

Mr. Plumly approved of the resolution.
Many peoyple will now learn for the fiest time
that Philadelphia is supplied with water by o
private corporation. The damages done to
this corporation would probably be fixed by o
court at a gquarter million of dollars. Even
temporarily to satisly sueh a power §25 000
is but a tithe of what should be claimed by
them.

Mr. Stokley said that these boatmoen could
not push out the gates of the locks. The
topography of the canal prevented any such
prm'm!url.- il it were undertaken. _

Mr. Smith thought that the Schuylkill Navi-
gation Company, if Councils refused this, thelir
reagonable request, would be justified in
closing every leak in their works clear down
to the city of Philadelphia.

Mr. Plumly remarked that the city would
largely be gainers, and would sinply manifost
ticir magnanimity, by the appropriation of the
§25,000 desired for the payment of tluuuq.cv_s.

Mr. Dufly thought that we wanted water in
the basing, The present object was to got
it there. There is water enough in the
Schuylkill, )

“I" Plumly, This afternoon T.Tlll‘ Hope
Engine Company will test their skill in pump-
ing water into the reservoir, It will be time
N,‘..i.gh to make appropristions when such
means bave fuiled. _

Ml‘- “I.l.ll!"'l'k I_|nr1=g]li! the whole subjeot ’:l
farce. Ii' the Navigation Company want $25,-
000 they can ralse it in ten minutes in the
stroet, I at a |'1-;1||_I¢_lr meeting they come
hiere with @ claim of :r[““,“fm damuges the
] aker would vote to p:l}"ll. “n:. wius not
willing to go home .-u_ul toll his constituents to-
night that he had given away $25,000 of the
city’s mones until the .\u\'lgillhm Unmpun‘\.—
had 1-1*1':«“““”}' COme 11,!-\\'4\11?, and, ut n regular
moeling, presonted their claim, ]

¥r. Fox said he had been absent from the
clty for several \\'t.'L'l;_h. but the eighteen gen-
l]oinun of the cuumutlg-u were of such a clasy
that he should give _hu- entire support to the
wighes of that committes,

The bWill then passed without a dissentient
vote,

Mr. Franciscus then offered a resolution au-
thorizing the Chief Evgiveer of the Water De-
partment to nse any and all means that he moay
deem advisable for the supply of water to the
city, vither by portable steam engines or other
moeans, He withdrew it upon learning of the
passage of a resolution to ke effect in Cow-
mon Couneil, [See Common Council report. |

Mr. Plumly ohjected to both resolutions as
superfluous, redundant and unnecessary, _

The amendment was lost; the resolution
then passed,

Mr. King's resolution, to appoint a commis-
gion as above, upon the best plan for supplying
the city with water, was then called up.

Mr. Franciscus with incressed earnestness

pressed o reference of this subject to the Com-
mitteo on Water. A corresponding bill in the
other Chamber bad juat been so roforred.

Mr. Smith didn’t care for what Qommon
Council did. This commission would probably
select as the two condjutors the chief engineers
of 8t. Lonixand of the Croton Water Depart-
ment in New York, The cost might not be
more than $10,000; let gentlemen willing to
vote $100,000 to the Navigation evince their
sincerity by voting for this small amount,

Mr. Marcus deprecated such precipitate leg-
islation in ®o large o dircetion.  In two weeks
the Chamber will restme 1ts regular meatings.
Lot not the eity prematurely create what may
prove a seriously expensive commission.

The motion to refer to the Committes on
Water was agreed to by alarge majority of
votos,

A resolution of condolence upon the death
of the lnte Alexander Harper wis conourred n.

Adjourned.

Conmion Branel.—This branch of Councils
mwet in Supreme Court room yesterday, The
l'l.'lt} was called to order at 4 o' lock by
Josepl F. Marcer, in the ohair. -

The call of the Mavor was read, stating the
reason therefor.

A lengthy communication from the Mayor
was prosented and read.  Also, & communica-
tion from the Chicl Engineer of the Water
works,

My, Willets offered a resolution instructing
the Chief Enginecer to inquire into the feasi-
bility of employing the steam engines to fill
the basins. .

Mr. Hanna moved to refer to the Committoe
on Water, Carried.,

Mr. H. Hulin offered a resolution to appoint
a joint committee of five from each Chamber
for the purpose of taking into consideration
the feasibility of using the waters of the
Lechigh or other streams for st pplying the city
with water. Refurired,

Mr. Hulin offered an ordinance making an
appropristion of $100,000 tor the purpose of
procuring an anxiliary steam engine to supply
a suflicient quantity of water to the oity. HRe-
terred.

Mr. Bardsley offered the following:

Resolved, by the Select and Common Coun-
cils of the city of Philadelphia, That tho Chief
Engincer of the Water Department be and ke
is hercty instructed to adopt any temporary
mensures his judgment may suggest to romedy
the present searcity of water.

Mr. Kline moved o amend by adding by and
with the consent of the Commitice on Water,

The yeas and nays were ealled, and stood 22
for to 17 against,

Mr. Shoemaker moved to muend by adding
Frov ided the same can be done without stop-
ping the hydrants
thi « spense inenrred not to execed $25 000,

The amendment carried, and on the
being read as amended it was earried,

Mr. Evans oflered a resolution appointing
Messrs, Grafl and Birkinbine, together with
two others to he selected by them, o commis-
sion to inguire into and make o veport on the
best method of supplving the city with water.

Referred to the Committee on Water-
works.

Mr. Martin offered the following resolution
of condolence on the death of Alexander J.
Harper:

Whereas, These Councils being informed of
the death of Alexander J. Harper, Esy., who
for mine years was a member off Common
Council, and one year president of said body,
and feeling that it is due to the many virties
that deceased possessed, that said Councils
should, with becoming respeet to liis memory,
and sympathising with his relatives and friends
in their bereavement, show by our action the
esteem and respect that deceased was hield by
us: thereforo,

Resolved, By the Selectand Common Coun-
¢ils of the city of Philadelphia, that we sin-
cerely deplore the loss by death of onr es-
teemed late fellow member, Alexander J.
Harper, Fsq., who for many years was a mom-
ber of Common Council, and by his sterling
integrity, honesty, and capability endeared
himaelf to us as members, and belicving that
the community have lost a faithful, honest
and tried friend, and his aged parents a true
anid constant son.

Resolved, That we tender to the family of
the deceased our united sympathy and con-
dolence in their sad ailliction,

Resolved, That the clerks of Councils be
directed to have prepared a eopy of the above
preamble and resolutions, and transmit the
sgme to the family of deceased,

Mr. Miller offered a resolution requesting
the Chief’ Engincer to try the eflvet of the
steam engines in filling the resorvoirs. Agreed
fto.

Mr. Hulhn moved that when Councils ad-
journ it do so to meet on Tuesday next, Post-
poned for the present, tll the bill from Select
Council was read.

A report from the Committee on Water
was received from Select Councll, with an
ordinance annexed, making an appropriation
of $25,000 to pay the Schuylkill Navigation
Compnny for supplying the city with water,
_\Fl'--nl Lto. .'\djul]!'lll‘\l.

in any dwelling-hionses, aud

motion
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NEWS SUMMARTY,

Uity Affnlrs.

The lllllllllll_\'Iut't'.l.hm of the Young Men's
Chrlstiun A=ssocintion wuas held last evening ut
the ball, No. 1210 Chesnut street, Peter B, Si-
mons, Pregident, in the chair. The essay of the
evening was read by J. H. Coyle, on the subject
of “Sabbath-school Machinery.” The subiject
for discusslon, *‘Is the modern arrangoment for
conducting Sabbnth-schools adegquinte o the
work before ns?” was engaged in by soveral
moembers, Twoenty new members were elected
to the As<ociption, after which the mecting nd-
journed.

A meeting of the superintendents of power
looms In use in the distrlet extending frem
Poplar street, north to Hart's lane. wnd [rom
Hroad strect enst to the Delaware river, wasa held
lust evening at Front and Master streets, It was
stnted that there are employed o this distiiet
abont 1800 looms, aud that the business of the
superintendents s to kKeep the looms in working
order. The average wages recelved by the
superintendents is from 816 to $25 per weck.
The orgamzation is about four years old, and has
for Its ofMleers—resident, D. W, Taylor; Vice-
Presldent, Id. Donshue; Recording Sceerclary,
Frank McKeever; Financlal Secretary, Willlnm
Coddington; Treasurer, John Hurl, The em-
ployes in thas district number about 1000,

The distillery of John M. Kelly, northwest
vorner of Twellth and Buttonweod streets, hus
been seized because of assumod Irregulanty in
the mode of conducting the bLusiness, b'uin'r-
vigor Fulton has ordered the selzure of White,
Hente & Co's reetifying ostablishmont, No, 292
N, Becond stroot, not on the ground of frand,
but becnuse It Is within 600 feut of & distillory,
and the assessor of the Flrst district hos, for thit
reason, refused (O assess 1L, lllII!‘l"“l.t‘!l“.\‘ 1o
licoure has boon  granled, The firm, some
monihs ago, commenced procecdings o compel
the assessor Lo axsoss the rectifving houwse. The
old nesessor flually did so, but the new ane re-
fuseas, and ho bas Yeen sued for damages, which
are lald at 5000,

Gieneral Jaeal Zielin, of the Marlue Corps
of the Unlted States, whoso headquarters are In
Washlogton, paid an oflicial visit to the Phlln-
delphia Navy Yard yesterday, aud wos recelved
with the customary salute. Boon after the
General Inspected the sevornl companles of wa-
rines at the yard,

Domestic Affalrs.

—Gold closed yestordny nt 13354

A death ocenrred In New York yosterday
from Aslatic cholern,

—Captain  Shaw  yesterday
Baltimore Fire Department.

—An Micit whisky distillery was selzed in the
Fifth Ward of Brooklyn yesterdny.

“The Chrigtlan Chiureh, lutely built at Sey-
mour, Indlana, was burned down yesterday.

— Another lock Ia to be pluced on each of the
vault doors of the Treagury Department,

—The Treasary Dopartment saves 50,000 por
month by the late dismlssal of unnecessary
vlerks.

—Un Suonday plght Joseph Herrick was
atabibed and fatally injured st Albany, N. Y.
Adam Simmer and Bastan Dollar are under
arrest chnrged with the offense,

Goorge Barnacle and his wife, a newly mar-
ried couple, of Loulsville, Ky, yvesterday drnnk
themeelves Ineane, and finished the job by lm-
bibing beer trentod with morphine and arsenic.
lil'*ljlli # dead couple.

I'hie Democratio Carbon County Convention
aetembled at Maoeh Olhunk '\'(.'j-'-l[!rllh_". and
oleeted delegates to the Senstorinl Conference,
who will favor the nomination of the Hon. A.
G, Brodbead, of Manch Chunk,

- i Al
THE WATER SUPPLY.
-
Trinl of n Steam Fire Engine,
tnooted question of whether steam five
conld be made avallable In pumping
_ into the Falrmount reservoir from the
Fairmount dam was put to_a practical tost yos-
terduy afternoon, Chief Ew_:lltu-nr Downey de-
tailed the Hope Fire Engine to proceed to Falr-
mount pnd make the exporiment, The steamer
renchod the steambont lnoding Jost north of the
Water Works about 5 o'clock, and procecded o
the trlal In the presence of & number of mem-
Lers of Councily, eity otliclnls, engineors, and o
oot gthering of spactators gencrally.

Considernble deloy was experlenced in drag-
ging the hose through which the water was Lo
be foreed 1o the top of Falrmopnt, This hose
wos pulled up the steop sscent in as direet a line
nE the formation of the gronund wonld allow, and
when the nozele end was in close proximity to
the rescrvolr the engine got up stonm and pro-
ceeded to foree water from the river. The first
attempt was o fallure, In consequence of the
hose bursting in somo wenk polut before the
water reached the reservolr. A second and a
third attempt failed from similar eanses, but on
the fourth trind, the line of hose belng in per-
fectly sound condition, the stenmer got faivly to
work, and In the course of nn hour, with o pres-
sure of soventy pountds of steam, walgr was
forcod into the reservolrat the rate of about four
buudied gallons per minute,

This would make forf one engine about 24,000
gallons per hour, or 258,000 gallons in twelve
hours, 11 the entire Fire Department were
brought into requisition, consisting of forty-six
stenm engines, the awount of water pumped
would be 135 248,000 galloms of water Iun twelve
hourz, Duarlor the month of Angust about
25 000,000 gallons 1s the avernge dally Consump-
tlon, sand supposing eoch engine of the Fire De-
pHrtiment « ipabide of doinge oy twelve hours e
work performed by the Hope yesterday, during
her short brial, it Tollows that the steam engines
are capable of pumping into Fidrmount resorvoir
something less than bhalt of the daily demands
made on the Falrmount works.,  During the
tlme the Hope was in service yesierday the hose
leading to the reservolr was about two-thivds
full of water,

It sppears from yesterday's experiment that
the ;~r1|u-lj|.-.-|l quostion s strength of hose, as (e
as avallsbility of steam tire engines is concerned
in the present dilemma. 1t is thought that there
would beno great ditheulty In placing galvanized
iron pipes from the foot tothe top of Fairmount,
and let the steamers force water through these
l}I WA,

I'hig afternoon the experiment will be re-
newed, and three steam engines will be detalled
for duty at Falrmount by Chiel Euogineer
Downey.

Inspected Lhe
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GETTYSBURG.
The Coming Rennlon on the Buttle Field—-The
Kebel Genernds whe Decline,

Invitations were issucd to the following Con-
federate oflicers to attend the Gettysburg re-
unlon:—

General Robert B, Lee, Genaral Jolin B.\Wood,
commanding Right Divisien of Goenernl Long-
Aireel's COrps; Goeneral James l.'llH.:'-lI'a.'l‘l, Gidne-
ral Jubml Early, General Rhiodes, General R, E.
Johnston, General R. Newell, General 8, D.
Pickett, General G, 1L Stuart, General Wade
Humpton, General L Heth, General Komper,
Mujor H. K, Donglass, Goseral Jumes A Walker,
General  Willinm  Smidth,  kuown “Extra
Billy;" General John 8, Mosoby, Geoernl R. D,
Lilly, General J. K. Trimble, and Goneral J, D.
Tmbioden.

GENERAL ROBERT 6. LEE DECLINES,

The following are the only auswers from these
Confederate Generalk:-

LexiNnaToN, Va., Aug, 5, 1860.—Dear Sir:i—
Absence from Lexington has prevented my re-
celving until to-day your letter of the 26th ult.,
inclosing an  invitation from the Gettyshurg
Batide-field Memorial Associntion, to attend a
meeting of the oflicers engaged in that battle at
Gettysburg, for the purpose of marking upon
the gronml by enduring moemorinls of granite
the position and movements of the armies on
the field, My engagements will not permit me
to be present, 1 believe, If there, I could not
add anything material to the Information exis.-
Ing on the subject. 1 think it wiser, moreover,
not to keep open the sores of war, but to follow
the examples of those nations who endeavored
to obliternte the marks of elvil steife, to eommit
to oblivion the feclings it engendered,

Very respectfully, your obedlent servant,

5, Lee.

s

FITZHUGH LEE'S OPINION,
Rrenraxn, Stufford conuty, Va,, Aug. 1
Hon, D, McCovaghy, Becretary Ge burg

Buattle-tleld Memorinl Association: —Deur Blr—
have the honor 1o acknowledge the recelpt,
throngh General R, E. Lee, at Lexington, of
hospitabile invitation to attend the *“‘reunion” of
the principal oflicers of the two armles that
fought for the field of Gettyshurg. It will nog
Lo inmy power to he present at the tlme Indi-
cated, viz,, Inst week In August. My diviaion
of cavalry renched Gettysburg on the afternoon
uf the 2d July, 1863, was placed upon the left
of our army, together with General Wade
Hampton's division, the whole being under
the command of Genernl J. E. B. Stuart,
Genernl Lee's Chief of Cavalry, at that
time; fought durlng the 34 with ‘the cnvalry
upon the right flank of the (“your" struck out
and followlng substituted ) Federal army, Stoart,
Humpton, aud I had been absont from the army
with vur cavalry from the time it loft Virginle
until the above time. Aoy Information that I
may possess on the subjoct matter of your com-
wunleation will be cheerfully rendered. T rather
thiuk, thongh, and 1 write it In all kindness, sir,
that if the nation is to continue ns o whole, it is
better to forget and forgive rather than perpoetu-
ate in granite proofs of its eivil wars. Sioncerely
thanking vou and your Association for the con-
cllintory spirit whileh prompied o courteous In-
vitatlon, 1 am, very respectfully, your obedlent
servant, Firz-Huen Lee.
GENPHAL LONGSTREET'S LETTER.

Nuw OrLeans, La., Aug, 12, 1860.—Denr Sir;—
Your intaresting letter, of the 80th ultimo, via
Saratogn, s just recelved, A few days previous,
I wrote o advise you that important affairs
would detadn me in the aty durlu_ni the season,
[nreply to your inguiry na to the best mode of
securivg Lhe ssslstance of the Bouthern gentle-
ten In marking the diffierent points of the fleld,
1 enn only answer for myself. Other persons,
resldents of this city, who were there, are now
abeent, or I should consult them and send you
their views. I would be pleased to visit Gettys-
burg ot any time when | can leave New Orleans
but I do not think it possible for me to do so
this year, I would prefer to muke the yisit
wilh as many persons us can be gotten there, but
If T ean only do so by myself, 1 would prefer
snch a vislt rather than none, 1f I would be likely
to find some one there to nsslst me In marklog
the points and lines of the fleld. 1 am, sir, very
respectiully, your obedlent servant,

TR,

JauEes LONGETREET.




